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THE TRUTH WILL OUT

HAD I been an adult in a responsi-
ble job instead of a 10 year old

child at Bournemouth School for
Boys in 1930, I might have suffered
the loss of my job as did a teacher for
telling the truth, many years later.

I had come from a preparatory
school, a prelude to a public school
only for those with enough money.
Prep schools were then often run by
ex-public school boys, where I imag-
ine discipline in both establishments
was tougher than Borstal. An order
had to be obeyed without question
or hesitation.

After the First World War
(1914-18) which might warrant a few
lines in a reference book if not men-
tioned in schools, there were few
families with sons and fathers of mili-
tary age or younger, who had not suf-
fer a bereavement or lasting injury to
sons a few years before.

As a result, for a decade or so, the
whole nation observed November
11th as the date when the armistice
was signed after four years of slaugh-
ter.

The crucial part of the ceremony
was the two minutes’ silence in re-
membrance of those who died.
People attending services now in re-
membrances of those who died in
two and in subsequent conflicts re-
peat the following words: “They shall
grow not old, as we that are left to
grow old, age shall not weary them
nor the years condemn. At the going
down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them. We will
remember them”.

One might now add the words of
the hymn seldom heard for obvious
reasons nevertheless true: “Time,
like an ever rolling stream, bears all
its sons away, they fly forgotten as a
dream dies at the opening day". This
brings me to a tenuously related
matter.

——
TWO MINUTES SILENCE

SPOILED

HAVING gratefully left my first
prep school in Highcliffe, I was

sent to Bournemouth School for
Boys, having failed the first entrance
exam!

Everyone was sent to celebrate Ar-
mistice Day, those from the smaller
half of the school were marched to
the bigger one. At the start I asked
my red headed form master, to
whom I had never before spoken or
he to me, if I could fall out, as I felt
unwell.

His reply was to carry on if you can,
which I took as an order bearing in
mind my previous masters.

Unfortunately I was sick in the
middle of the silence. A few days later
the master who learned my name
told me he did not mind if I went up a
form or down a form providing he did
not have me.

When I was asked by someone else
why I did not say I felt unwell, I told
the truth. My form master evidently
got a rocket for being responsible for
the spoiling of the most solemn occa-
sion. This earned me the doubtful
distinction known to everyone as the
boy who spoiled the silence.

——
TELLING THE TRUTH COST

TEACHER HER JOB

CATHERINE BIRBALSINGH
(37), the deputy head teacher of

the Church of England St Michael
and All Angels Academy was told by
the executive head, Irene Bishop,
the staff and governors were un-
happy about her speech to the Con-
servative Conference, and a
spokesman for the diocese of
Southwick, which is responsible for
her school at Camberwell, confirmed
the teacher’s departure.

Ms Birbalsingh a former Marxist,
who had voted conservative for the
first time, had been invited to speak
by the education minister Michael
Gove at the conference, where she
received a standing ovation.

She spoke to the Daily Mail and
said that she told the conference
that children were lost in a sea of
bureaucracy, schools were crippled
with league tables, exams were
dumbed down and well meaning ‘lib-
eral’ teachers refused to discipline
black children for fear of being la-
belled racist.

She called for reforms which would
smash teaching unions and give
teachers more power to deal with un-
ruly children.

Ms Birbalsingh’s performance last
month horrified her head teacher
who ordered her to work from home
while her position was reviewed, and
refused to comment if she was mak-
ing a claim for wrongful dismissal or
whether the school’s management
had insisted on changing conditions
in her contract.

In the same issue, Melanie Phillips
in her column agreed with criticism
of the sacking, but pointed out that
15 years ago Ms Birbalsingh had sup-
ported the idea that all must have
prizes which exposed in almost iden-
tical terms the state to which our
education system has become and
about which the columnist, who had
opposed her ideas, received much
abuse from the education establish-
ment ‘I might be expected to offer
unqualif ied support for this
beleaguered teacher’.

She questioned the naming of indi-
vidual children and wondered to
what extent the parents knew ex-
actly how widely their names were
being released

At the conclusion of the full page
article, Melanie Phillips wrote that it
was rare to find a state school
teacher as articulate and inspira-
tional as Ms Birbalsingh who really
does ‘get it’. What a tragedy, there-
fore, that either because of a lapse of
judgment (on her part) or profes-
sional spite (from her employer) she
is currently not only not in the class-

room but out in the cold.
Nick Seaton, chairman of the Cam-

paign for Real Education, branded
her departure as ‘absolutely scandal-
ous’ and called on Michael Gove, the
minister for education, to intervene.
‘It is a shocking warning to others in
the teaching profession that they
must not say anything which may ex-
pose the truth about the system or
they may lose their livelihood’.

—o—
WIND FARM SOPHISTRY

IT is recognised as a criminal
offence, or at least a basis for legal

action to right a wrong, to make an
offer and get money when the ‘seller’
knows full well that the service can-
not do what is claimed and cost the
victims a lot of money.

There is one exception and that is
if the ‘offence’ is backed by a Govern-
ment so it is not an offence.

As reported on page 8 the decision
to build a huge wind farm 12 miles
from the New Forest coastline is to
be the subject of a public consulta-
tion in Lymington next month.

The ú175m scheme proposed by
the Dutch firm Eneco, could poten-
tially generate enough electricity to
supply more than 600,000 homes.

What do they mean ‘potentially’!
Would this be when the wind was
strong enough but not too strong
when the blades would have to be
feathered as on a aircraft propeller to
prevent drag (load) if one of the en-
gines stop?

Two-hundred turbines are to be
placed 12 miles offshore to the west
of the Isle of Wight and rise to 145m
above sea level.

Eneco’s representatives will be on
hand to answer questions at a drop
in session between 2.30 and 8.30 on
November 11th at St Thomas’
Church Hall, Lymington.

Eneco hope to develop some 30%
of the 280 square mile zone which is
expected to provide 900 megawatts
capacity as much as a small nuclear
station, but this will only be done
after full engagement with the gen-
eral public, local authorities, com-
munity and environmental groups.
The findings will doubtless be
“noted”.

If, as is confidently expected plan-
ning permission is granted, work is
expected to start in 2016 for the park
to be in full operation in 2018.

If 900,000,000 watts (amps times
volts and not KVA amps times volts
minus a power factor) is shared
among 600,000 consumers this is
15kw, enough for a cooker, heaters,
washing machines and tumbler
drier, but if the average output is
only 30% this is enough for three
kettles.

Now why should a Dutch firm or
anyone outside the UK be happy to
invest and risk money and in the UK
not build wind firms off their own
coast. Denmark has given up on
them although it had the advantage
that it could feed the grid in other
countries, which we cannot.

Any outside firm investing in wind-
mills knows full well that not only will
they be sure of a profit they cannot
make a loss, for the windmills’ out-
put, I should call them turbines,
which have the output guaranteed at
a higher price than other power gen-
erators can. And when output is
available and cannot be used, it must
be paid for.

The National Grid is not a bank
which can store money and in lend it
when needed.

Grid supplies are hand to mouth.
They cannot accept more power
than is provided by existing genera-
tors which cannot be started and
stopped by the turn of a switch.

To restart a coal power or thermal
station takes a day or so — a steam
train is a bit quicker.

If when there is no wind all the con-
ventional stations need to feed the
grid and if wind becomes available
which is strong enough, a thermal
station could be shut down, but who
knows when the wind will drop when
power must be immediately re-
stored, but this is impossible.

When turbines are generating and
then the grid is coping it cannot take
extra power, but turbines are guar-
anteed payment for electricity which
cannot be used. A subsidy paid by all
electricity users is added everyones
electricity bill. This nonsense can go
on for 50 years.

Possibly the majority of the public
think electricity or power to produce
it can be stored, and this is true in
some part of Wales or Scotland
where surplus electricity drives a
pump, to take water through sand or
to fed to a reservoir which flows and
drives a turbine, a real one, to gener-
ate electricity.

There is no other practical way of
storing electricity. Lead acid batter-
ies were used in old submarines with
11,000 amphours for a limited dura-
tion but they then have to recharged
on the surface.

Foreign investors know they would
lose money building anywhere else
than in Britain, because the Govern-
ment would make a tax to please the
environmentalists, who cause more
damage then they prevent in oppos-
ing nuclear power which, like planing
only delays the inenviable, very
expensively.

Christopher Booker in his weekly
column in the Sunday Telegraph
points out that renewables will add
ú880 to all our electricity bills.

He refers to the mind blowing tar-
gets being bandied about byour gov-
ernment to meet the EU proposals to
reach our targets for generating 30%
of our electricity by renewable
means within 10 years roughly six
times our present total.

Ofgen said we would have to spend
ú40bn connecting our renewable re-
sources to the grid. Alastair Bu-
chanan, head of Ofgen, claimed on

Personalia

the BBC To-Day programme that
this would add ú6 a year to electricity
bills for 25m households. Ten sec-
onds with a calculator shows this to
be ú160.

To summarise, the total effect
would be to double our electricity
bills and exchanged very reliable
supply to get barely as much power
as we get now get from a handfull of
conventional power stations.

————————
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Global warming due to man’s
emissions of CO2 is ‘the greatest
fraud in 60 years’ according to Emeri-
tus Professor Lewis.

He said it has become a “scam”,
driven by trillions of dollars which
has “corrupted” scientists. He
branded climate change as the
greatest and most successful pseudo
scientific fraud he has ever seen.

Professor of Physics at the
University of California, he has
resigned as a member after nearly 70
years. He claims that APS, the
society of top physicists, had refused
to engage in proper scientific debate
and ignored climate sceptics.

————————
THE BIBLE

‘... and go all the way with Him...’
Philippians 3:10 TM

While John was a prisoner of the
Isle of Patmos, far from his loved
ones and surrounded by the cries of
abused captives, he had a vision of
Jesus. He writes, ‘...When I saw Him, I
fell at His feet as dead...’ (Revelations
1:17 NKJV). Incredible revelation in
the midst of confinement, chaos and
pain; that’s how it works! The diffi-
cult circumstances you’re going
through right now can actually clear
your perceptions, cause you to seek
God as never before, and find an-
swers for your life. John’s predica-
ment proves that negative
experiences don’t hide the Lord;
they reveal Him. Instead of destroy-
ing you, Satan’s attack can actually
develop you. Yes, it stresses you, but
it also stretches you spiritually. In
Hebrews chapter 11 we see two
things: the deeds of their faith and
the depth of their faith. Where did
God prove His faithfulness to Dan-
iel? In the lions’ den. Where did the
Lord reveal himself to the three He-
brew children? In a fire heated seven
times over. There’s a place in God
where firey trials consume every-
thing except your desire to know
Him. Though that place may some-
times escape your grasp, never let it
escape your gaze. It was Paul’s
all-consuming goal: ‘I gave up all that
inferior stuff so I could know Christ
personally, experience his resurrec-
tion power, be a partner in his
suffering, and go all the way with
him.’

There it is: no reservations, no re-
treat, and no regrets; just desire to
know God intimately and a commit-
ment to ‘go all the way with him’. Let
that be you heart’s desire today!

Bible in a Year: 1 Kings 3-5, Mark
10:23-34, Ps 93, Pr 11:30-31

Source: The word 4U 2Day
Tel: 0845 6040401

PO Box 255 Stoke-on-Trent
ST4 BYY

Free issues of Daily Devotional
available.

————————
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Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Am bulance Lottery Re sults
Week 263 (Draw date 8/10/10)

Prize Win ner Ticket

£500 Mrs V J Web ster - Southampton B2501

£150 Mr & Mrs R A Brown - Fareham H5571

£100 Mrs L J Berry - Hedge End B4114

£25 Ticket Nos. G8852, F6070, A1556, C2223

£10 Ticket Nos. A1524, F1947, C8370, E9815,
H1849, C4644, C6366, E1839, G9153, E0858
To join the lot tery please call 023 8005 7722

Naomi House
the children’s hospice appeal

Local contact :  Chairman Lucie Lewis 01590 683368
New Forest Office, Hazelhurst Farm, Flexford Lane, South Sway, Lymington SO41 6DN

[t.c]

Please help!

HURST POINT TIDES

Next highest tide 6th November.
Lymington high tides 15 mins later.
Barton, Highcliffe, 10 mins later.
Beaulieu rivermouth 20 mins later. 
Lymington low tides 15 mins ear lier.
Barton, Highcliffe, 10 mins ear lier.
Beaulieu rivermouth 25 mins ear lier.
Although care is taken in the preparation
of these ta bles, the publishers are not
responsible for any consequences that
may arise from inaccuracies.

H.W L.W.
October
Sat. 23 1125 2345 0450 1710
Sun. 24 1155 — 0520 1740
Mon. 25 0020 1235 0600 1820
Tues. 26 0110 1320 0640 1900
Wed. 27 0155 1410 0715 1945
Thur.28 0245 1455 0805 2035
Fri. 29 0345 1555 0905 2135
Sat. 30 0455 1720 1005 2245

NEW MILTON TOWN PLAN
UPDATE

Public Consultation about the future of New Milton
Come and tell us what you think about New Milton, what it needs 

and what would make life better.
We are updating the Town Plan and need to hear from you.  Come 
and talk to us at New Milton Memorial Centre, Whitefield Road,

25th – 30th October, 2010, 10.00 – 15.00 each day. 
– We are here to listen!   –

YOUR TOWN YOUR SAY
Organised by New Milton Town Partnership 23.10

NEW VENUE

OCTOBER

Now until Sunday 13th Nov
St Barbe Museum & Art Gallery,

New Street, Lymington. “Hamp-
shire Treasures” selection of rarely
seen objects, Hampshire County
Council’s Museums & Archives.
Details 01590 676969. 6.11

Now until Saturday 20th Nov
Exhibition: “Bailey — the Bridge & the

Man” celebrating the life of Sir Don-
ald Bailey funded by Royal Society,
Local Hero fund. Sponsors: Reid
Steel, Christchurch. Red House
Museum, Quay Road, Christchurch.

Exhibition: “Stop the Traffik. Organ-
isers International Coalition ‘Stop
the Traffic’ International Slavery
Museum; National Museum of Liv-
erpool. Red House Museum, Quay
Rd, Christchurch

22 Friday
Coffee Morning for Breast Cancer

Awareness, 9.30am - 12 noon. The
Guide Hut, Sea Road,
Milford-on-Sea. 23.10

23 Saturday
Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene

present, Jubilee Singers, “Last
Night of the Proms”. 7 for 7.30pm,
Church Hall, Church Lane, New
Milton. Tickets £5 (£7 on door)
from 01425 613311/610792.

Music at Beaulieu, concert by
Luard Trio, Beaulieu Abbey
Church. 7pm. £10. Box Office
01590 611404 or pay at door.
wwwmusicatbeaulieu.org

Milford-on-Sea RNLI Autumn Fair,
Village Community Centre, Sea
Road, 9.30am - 12.30pm. Cards,
gifts, preserves, cakes + tombola.
50p admission incl coffee & biscuits.

Creative Hands Coffee Morning and
Sale. Guide Hut next to Commu-
nity Centre, Milford-on-Sea. 10am
- 12 noon. Proceeds Torch Malawi
Blind (Baptist Church).

Table Top Sale of Kids’ Clothing and
Toys. Hordle Memorial Hall, 10am
- 12 noon. Tables £6. All proceeds
to Ctstic Fibrosis Trust. Contact
01425 610281. 23.10

United Nations Association: The
Hon. Desmond Swayne MP TD —
The Non-Proliferation Treaty:
“Can We Reduce Nuclear
Threats?” 12.30pm - 2.30pm. Lym-
ington Community Centre. Light
lunch £4, lecture only £2.

Sway Village Market, change of date
to 23.10.10, no market on 30th. Use
Us or Lose Us!

Hallowe’en Féte, Scout Hall, Hordle
Recreation Ground. Starts
1.30pm. Fancy dress, various stalls
etc. In aid of Hordle & District
Twinning Association.

Sport
Football

Lymington Town v Blackfield &
Langley. Sydenhams Wessex Pre-
mier. 3pm. The Sports Ground.

Sway v Westover Bournemouth.
Bournemouth Hayward Premier.
2.15pm. Jubilee Field.

Brockenhurst Res. v Hayling
United Res. Sydenhams Wessex
Combination. 3pm.  Grigg Lane

25 Monday to Sat 30th
Come and tell us what you think

about New Milton. Your Town,
Your Say, organised by New Milton
Town Partnership, Memorial Cen-
tre, Whitefield Road, New Milton,
10am - 3.00pm each day.

26 Tuesday
An evening with Canon Andrew

White, Vicar of Baghdad — St
Thomas’s Church, 6.30pm. This
promises to be an inspirational
talk of Andrew’s life and ministry in
Baghdad. Everyone welcome. No
need to book. Tel: 01590 676194.

27 Wednesday
Alzheimer’s Society New Forest and

Southern Test Valley — New Milton
Support Group Coffee Morning,
10am - 11.30am. Catholic Church
Hall, Mount Avenue BH25 6NT.

Sort
Football
Brockenhurst Res. v Laverstock &

Ford Res. Sydenhams Wessex
Combination. 7:45pm. Grigg Lane.

Lymington Town Res. v Christchurch
Res. Sydenhams Wessex Combina-
tion. 7:45 pm. The Sports Ground.

28 Thursday
Children’s Workshop: Hands 4 Free-

dom! 10.30am - 12.30pm. Stop the
Trafficking, make friendship
bracelet. Ages 7+ (accompanied
by adult) £3 pp. Pre-book 01202
482860. Red House Museum,
Quay Rd, Christchurch.

Lymington Camera Club, “Tech-
niques in Photography”, talk by
Martin Western ARPS. A must for
newcomers. Visitors welcome (£2,
refundable if you join later).
Lymington Community Centre,
Phoenix Room, 7.30pm.

28 & 29 Thurday & Friday
St Barbe Museum, New Street, Lym-

ington “Witches and Wizards”.
Hallowe’en Crafts Drop-in Event
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 4pm. Children
must be accompanied by adult.
Events inc. in normal adm. charge.
Details 01590 676969.

29 Friday
Ghost Tour of Christchurch. It’s

Hallowe’en Time! Guide/Museum
not responsible for stragglers! Red
House Museum, Quay Rd, Christ-
church. 6.30pm. £5/£7 pp. Pre-book
01202 482860.

Railway Club of the New Forest,
7.30pm, Royal British Legion Club,
Lymington. Subject: Confessions
of a Tour Manager. With Great Rail
Journeys — David Brace. Visitors
welcome.

30 Saturday
Clive’s Rockschool Workshop &

Concert — St Thomas’s Church
11.45am - 12.45pm. Calling all bud-
ding young Rock & Pop Stars! 2
live concerts + free taster session.
Tickets £5 (under 7s free) in ad-
vance or on door.

Twinning Talk & Tapas. Presenting
Lymington’s French, German and
Spanish Twin Towns. Tapas/san-
gria supper, flamenco dancer. £12.
Non-members welcome. 6.30pm
Milford-on-Sea Community Centre.
Details Cheryl Blamey 01590 681746.

BRANS GORE: Boots Pharmacy, 3,
Oaktree Pa rade, Ring wood Road.
Open un til 6.30 p.m. Monday to
Friday, 1.00 p.m. Saturday. Closed
Bank Hol i days.

BROCK EN HURST: Day Lewis
Ltd., Phar macy, 39, Brookley Road.
9.00 a.m.–6.30 p.m. Monday–Friday;
9.00 a.m.–1.00 p.m. Saturday. Closed
Bank Hol i days.

CHRIST CHURCH: Rowlands
(Meadow) Pharmacy, 136, Purewell,
Christchurch, Monday to Friday, 8.45
a.m.–6.30 p.m.; Sat urday 8.45
a.m.–1.00 p.m. Closed Bank Holidays

HIGHCLIFFE: Sunday rota of
phar ma cies dis con tin ued. Closed
Bank Hol i days.

HORDLE: Hordle Phar macy, 26,
Ashley Lane. Open Monday to Friday,
8.30 a.m.–5.30 p.m. (closed 1–2).
Saturday 9.00 a.m.–12.30 p.m. Closed
Bank Hol i days. 

HYTHE AND DIS TRICT: Late
dispensing is be tween 6.00 p.m. and
7.00 p.m. Mon day to Fridays. Sunday
24th Octo ber. Jays Chem ist, 2,
Merrimeade Pa rade, Dibden Purlieu.

LYM ING TON: Waitrose, Stanford
Road, Lym ington. Mon to Fri 9.00
a.m.–8.00 p.m. Saturday  9.00
a.m.–6.00 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m.–4.00
p.m. Bank Hol idays 9.00 a.m.–6.00
p.m. Closed for prescriptions: 1.30
p.m.–2.30 p.m. daily.

LYNDHURST: Rowlands
Pharmacy, 34, High Street. Late
dispensing 6.30 p.m. Monday to
Friday, Closed Sun days and Public
Hol i days.

MILFORD. Milford Pharmacy, War
Me mo rial  Hos pi tal ,  Sea Road,
Monday to Friday; 7am–11 p.m.,
Saturday 8am –10pm Sundays 10  a.m. 
–4pm. Closed Bank Holidays.

MUDEFORD: Mudeford Phar macy,
94, Mudeford. Mon day to Friday: 9.00
a.m.–1.00 p.m., 2.00 p.m.–5.30 p.m.,
except Wednesday: 9.00 a.m.–1.00
p.m. only. Sat urday 9.00 a.m.–1.00
p.m. and 2.00 p.m.–5.00 p.m. Closed
Sundays and Bank Hol idays.

NEW MIL TON: Lloydspharmacy, 3, 
Homemill House, Station Road. Open
Mon. to Fri., 8.30 a.m.–6.30 p.m., Sat.,
8.30 a.m.–5.30 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m.–2
p.m. Closed Bank Hol idays.

SWAY: Day Lewis Ltd. Phar macy,
Station Road, Sway. Mon day to
Friday: 9.00 a.m.–6.00 p.m. Closed
Wednesdays 5.30 p.m. Closed Bank
Hol i days.

TUCKTON: Healthpoint
Pharmacy, 171, Tuckton Road,
Southbourne. 9.00 a.m.–1.00 p.m., 2.00
p.m.–5.30 p.m. Monday to Friday. 9.00
a.m.–1.00 p.m. Sat urday. Closed Bank
Hol i days.

Emer gency pre scrip tions needed
out of hours can be obtained by first
ringing Emergency Direct on 0845
4647. The request is passed to the
duty phy sician, who may con tact the
pharmacist for  the nec essary
prescription. Check above rota first.

LOCAL
CHEMISTS’ ROTA

ORGANISERS should note dates of events in this column in order to
avoid clashing. Coming events should be restricted to date, time, place,
admission, and the briefest description of the function. There is a mini-
mum charge of £4.50, maximum 30 words (6 lines). Coming events can only
be accepted for a consecutive number of insertions or for one insertion. For
alternating insertions and other variations, copy must be submitted before
Wednesday, 10.30 a.m. for each separate advertisement. A booking fee of
£2.50 is made for casual entries not prepaid.

Coming Events

Family Barn Dance, Woodsiders
Band with professional caller,
Lymington Community Centre.
7pm - 10pm. Fish and chips 8pm.
Cash bar. £8 adults, £5 children un-
der 18yrs. Call 01590 676194.

NOVEMBER
1 Monday

RNLI Highcliffe trip to Poole head-
quarters with tour, lunch, presen-
tation. Pick up Highcliffe price
£24.50 per person incl. lunch, tour,
coach. Depart 9.30am return
4.00pm approx. Tel: 01425 273623.

New Forest Disability Outreach
service , United Reformed
Church, High Street, Lymington
SO41 9AG. 10am - 12 noon. Free
for everyone, conf idential
disability related information/ad-
vice, welfare benefits, law, equip-
ment etc. 01425 628750
info@newforestdis.org.uk

3 Wednesday
New Forest Disability Outreach

service, Twin Oaks Surgery, Ring-
wood Road, Bransgore BH23 8AD.
9.30am - 11.30am. Free for every-
one, confidential disability related
information/advice, welfare bene-
fits, law, equipment etc. 01425
628750 info@newforestdis.org.uk

5 - 6 Friday & Saturday
Cider with Rosie — by Laurie Lee.

Minstead Players, Minstead Vil-
lage Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50,
under 16s £5. Licensed bar. Enqui-
ries to 023 8081 2178.

6 Saturday
Lymington Rotary Club, Fireworks

and Fun, Pennington Recreation
Ground, gates open 5pm. Adults
£4.00, children £2.00 under 4s go
free. All proceeds to local charities.

Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene,
November Market, 10am - 12 noon,
Church Hall, Church Lane, New Mil-
ton. Various stalls, refreshments.

MORE LOCAL EVENTS
APPEAR ON PAGES

6, 7, 9 & 10

The former clerk of Burley Parish
Council has been co-opted onto the
authority following the resignation
of Coun. Ian Thew.

Robert Clarke, who resigned as
clerk early this year, was selected
from four other candidates at the
parish council's latest meeting.

Members said his knowledge of the
running of the council gave him an
edge over other applicants, and his
particular interest in the local youth
club and Little Deers pre-school
would benefit the authority.

—o—
Eling Sea Scouts leader Felicity

Wright (19) has been presented with
the prestigious Queen's Scout
Award for completing a series of in-
ternational expeditions.

Flic, as she is known, who lives in
Southampton, was handed a certifi-
cate signed by the monarch at a cere-
mony attended by the city's sheriff
Coun. Terry Matthews and Hamp-
shire Scouting's county commis-
sioner Adam Jollans.

50 YEARS AGO
In future, only people who are

local government electors for
the Borough of Christchurch
are to be accepted on the wait-
ing lists for beach huts at
Highcliffe and Friars Cliff
beaches and Mudeford
sandbank.

PLANS for a huge offshore wind
farm 12 miles from the New Forest
coastline will go under the spotlight
during a public consultation in Lym-
ington next month.

The £175m scheme is proposed by
Dutch-based energy firm Eneco and
could potentially generate enough
energy to supply more than 600,000
homes.

It would involve the construction
of 200 wind turbines to the west of
the Isle of Wight, that would rise up
to 145 metres above the sea.

Representatives from Eneco Wind
UK will be holding the drop-in

session at St Thomas’ s Church Hall
between 2.30pm and 8.30pm on
November 11th, when they will be on
hand to answer questions

Eneco hopes to develop around
30% of the 280 square mile zone,
which is expected to provide at least
900MW of capacity.

But the company insists that the
final design, layout and capacity of
the offshore wind park will only be
determined after full engagement
with the general public, local author-
ities, community and environmental
groups.

If a subsequent planning applica-
tion is successful construction is set
to begin in 2016 with the offshore
wind farm fully operational by 2018.

Eneco project director Chris
Sherrington said: “The public exhibi-
tions will provide the general public
with a great opportunity to learn
more about the proposed
development.

“It will also give the Eneco team a
chance to understand the opinions
of those in close proximity to the pro-
ject and discuss views they may have
about the development.”

Offshore wind farm
proposals on display

Police no Excuse
driving campaign
catches 15,000

NEARLY 15,000 motorists were
caught breaking the law across
Dorset during the first three quar-
ters of a year-long No Excuse cam-
paign to cut road casualties.

Dorset Road Safe’s initiative has
been clamping down on people using
mobile phones at the wheel and not
wearing seatbelts since it launched
in January.

During the campaign police have
heard a number of varied and some-
times bizarre excuses from offending
road users. One heavily pregnant
woman who told officers she did not
want to risk harming her unborn
child by wearing a seatbelt — while
also smoking a cigarette.

People caught not wearing
seatbelts accounted for the majority
of offences found on Christchurch
roads. One man handed a ticket con-
fessed he should have known better,
revealing a scar across his forehead
from when he went through his wind-
screen in a crash.

A total of just under 2,500 drivers
or passengers across the county
have so far been caught not wearing
seatbelts, along with almost 1,000
using their mobile phones while
driving.

Fourteen drivers were also caught
jumping red lights, as well as 22 with
illegal number plates, 38 without
insurance and 144 with no MOT.

The £800,000 scheme is being run
in collaboration between Dorset
police, Dorset Fire and Rescue and
the county council. It has seen
police patrols and speed cameras
increased at accident blackspots.

County council road safety man-
ager Robert Smith said: “I’m sure
that most people would agree that
the non-seatbelt-wearing and
mobile phone use figures are shock-
ing and that there is absolutely no
excuse for this.”

Chief Insp. Robert Nichols, head of
special operations, added: “The No
Excuse project is designed to make
Dorset’s roads safer for us all. I have
been impressed with the support we
receive from the other services that
deal with the tragic consequences of
collisions, and from the wider motor-
ing public.

“Unfortunately, a significant num-
ber of drivers continue to put them-
selves and others at risk through
selfish or careless practices. We will
continue to detect those individuals
and we accept no excuse.”

A BURLEY parish councillor
questioned the viability of Incident
Support Units (ISU) after she
claimed she had seen drivers of the
vehicles parked up “enjoying the
view”.

The vans, which are the responsi-
bility of the Highways Agency, are
dispatched to traffic incidents to re-
move debris, clear blocked lanes and
assess and repair infrastructure
damage.

But Coun. Veronica Johnstone
told the latest parish council meet-
ing that she was always seeing ISUs
parked at Picket Post doing very
little.

“What incidents are they waiting to
support?”, she asked. “Why are we

paying vast amounts of money for
men sitting in vans enjoying the
view? Surely this must be a saving we
can make.”

A spokesperson for the Highways
Agency said the vehicles regularly
park at Picket Post because it is
close to the A31. “This means the ISU
can get to the scene of incidents as
soon as possible,” he said.

“It is also one of the few locations
on the A31 that is suitable for shift
changeovers.

“The Highways Agency works very
hard to achieve best value for money,
and ISUs are the most efficient way
to deploy highway repair and traffic
management resources quickly to
the scene.”

Call for action
on A36 fencing

The Highways Agency is being
asked to take responsibility for a
section of fencing along the A36 at
Wellow where a pony was killed after
straying onto the road.

Speaking at the Verderer’s Court
on Wednesday, Official Verderer
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre said the
matter of dilapidated fencing had
been highlighted by the Commoners’
Defence Association and quickly
remedied by adjacent land owners
the National Trust.

However, Mr Crosthwaite Eyre con-
tinued: “The National Trust has
pointed out to us that it does not ac-
cept responsibility for the maintenance
of this stretch of fencing. The Highways

Agency in turn insists that the main-
tenance is not its responsibility either.

“Clearly a major effort will now be
needed in order to find a means of re-
solving this serious issue.”

The meeting heard Hampshire
County Council took responsibility
for monitoring the stock-proof fenc-
ing along the A35, A337 and A326
while the Highways Agency currently
maintains the fencing along the A31.

“It seems reasonable, therefore, to
ask the Highways Agency to assume
responsibility for the A36 fence as
well in order to finally resolve a prob-
lem that dates back to the 1964 New
Forest Act,” added Mr Crosthwaite
Eyre.

Austism charity’s
Christmas appeal

A Christchurch-based autism
charity is urging businesses not to
send Christmas cards this year —
and donate the money instead.

The Wessex Autistic Society will
send out stickers to all firms taking
part in its annual Give Cash Not
Cards campaign so they can let
people know they are joining in on
their regular mail.

To get involved call Debbie
Anderson on 01202 703584 or email
d.anderson@twas.org.uk For more
information go online to
www.twas.org.uk

————————

Stroke club opens
to new members

A popular club for stroke victims in
the Lymington area is opening its
doors to new members.

A limited number of places are
available for the friendly group
meetings held weekly with tea or
coffee and an optional hot lunch, as
well as games, outings and music.
For more information call Liz Drake
on 023 8084 2944.

––––––––––––––––––––

Theatre company gets
ú400 council prompt
THE Forest Forge Theatre

Company has been awarded a grant
of ú400 by Lymington and
Pennington Town Council.

The Ringwood-based group
applied for the cash to help pay for a
rolling programme of touring
productions and several projects
involving local young people.

In a letter to the council, Forest
Forge general manager Sophie
Dubber explained: “Creative
learning continues to be a hugely
important area of work for our com-
pany.

“From September we will be
increasing the capacity of our youth
theatre to 140 places to enable more
young people in the area to take part.
We will also continue our work with
the elderly and adults with special
needs.”

Members of the town council’s
policy and resources committee
heard the company was also
currently working with conservation
groups across the Forest including
the verderers, young commoners,
police and artists on a new play
planned for autumn 2011.

Coun. Ben Baker told the meeting:
“I think they do an excellent job and
they keep the council well informed.
I would support a grant.”

————————

Airlifted rider
recovering well

A horse rider from Ringwood is
recovering well after being airlifted
from the Forest with a broken arm.

Twenty-nine-year-old Hannah
Brown suffered a compound fracture
last month when she was thrown by
her horse which bucked in a remote
location at Linford Bottom.

She was flown to Salisbury District
Hospital by the Hampshire air
ambulance after a rescue operation
involving a 4x4 ambulance response
vehicle and a community first
responder.

————————

Security fault shuts
New Milton bank

A security fault at New Milton’s
branch of the Santander bank forced
staff to delay its opening on Tuesday
morning.

Engineers had to be called to the
Station Road premises after the
security screens on the counter
failed during routine testing.

A Santander spokesman told the
‘A&T’ the branch eventually opened
over an hour later than its scheduled
time of 9am after the fault was fixed.

————————

Volunteers to clear
Hordle vegetation

CLEARANCE of vegetation
around the main pond at Golden Hill,
Hordle, is to be tackled by volunteer
conservationists next month.

On Saturday November 6th they
will also be cutting back and clearing
vegetation from site entrances and
tackling overhanging shrubs and
trees. Project manager Alan Bollom
can be contacted on 07989 196881 or
aab.ab1@btinternet.com

Other work parties are planned on
December 4th, and next year on
January 8th and February 5th. They
start at 10am and volunteers meet
up at the entrance in Hare Lane.

————————

Students put on
nature art show

A NEW Forest hotel is to showcase
the best of art by students from the
Waterside.

GCSE pupils at Hardley School
will have their work on show at the
Master Builder ’s hotel from
November 5th-11th including
paintings, prints, ink drawings and
studies made in response to the
theme of “natural forms”.

Students took inspiration from the
New Forest and their back gardens,
as well as researching and respond-
ing to images of Japanese temples
and the Brazilian jungle.

————————

BLACKFIELD WOMAN FACES
TRIAL FOR ASSAULT

A Blackfield woman pleaded not
guilty at New Forest Magistrates’
Court to assault.

Julie Pollard (40), of Pavilion
Gardens, allegedly attacked
Michelle Webster at The Old Mill Inn
in Lime Kiln Lane, Holbury, on
August 30th. She was released on
unconditional bail until trial on
December 16th.

————————Entertaining 'Blood Brothers' at Regent
THE Christchurch-based Arena

Theatre Company put on a polished
and highly entertaining production
of the 1983 musical ‘Blood Brothers’
at the town’s Regent Centre.

The funny yet ultimately tragic
tale follows the lives of twin brothers
born into a large working-class fam-
ily and what happens when their
mother has one of them adopted by
an upper-class family because she
cannot afford to bring them both up.

Playing the brothers were Tom
Ford as Mickey and Sam Stevenson
as Edward. Both gave extremely
funny and strong performances as
the play tracked their growth from
children to young adults. At times
they had the audience in fits of
laughter.

Directed by Bernard Dunleavy, the
play detailed the differences and
conflicts of their upbringings:
Mickey with his real mother Mrs
Johnstone, superbly played by Lou-
ise Thomas, and Edward with
adopted and sometimes highly
strung mother Mrs Lyons, who was
well portrayed by Natasha Green.

But the boys become best friends
and the story looks at their relation-
ship with each other and their moth-
ers. Pete Griffiths’ exuberant
performance captured the aggres-
sive nature of Mickey’s older brother
Sammy, and Jenny Trapp provided
some comedy moments as Mickey’s
friend and later partner Linda.

James Hoare was competent as Mrs
Lyons’ husband.

Throughout the play a convinc-
ingly menacing narrator (Pete
Beebee) and chorus (Charles
Furness, Penelope Wright, Barry
Gunner and Eben Skilliter) vocal-
ised the thoughts and fears of the
mothers: Mrs Johnstone’s regret at
giving her child away and Mrs Lyons’
superstition (which she tells Mrs
Johnstone) that if twins separated
at birth learned they were once a pair
they would both die immediately.

The cast spoke in unfaltering
Liverpudlian accents and music
from the 1950s through to the 1970s
marked the passage of time, provid-
ing a perfect soundscape to the
story.

The set showed the brothers’ sepa-
rate lives by transforming into differ-
ent houses on either side of the
stage. The story was gripping and
the two hours 10 minutes running
time flew by.

In a dramatic final scene Mickey,
armed with a gun, confronts Edward
but is shot by officers and acciden-
tally kills his brother just as their
true relationship is revealed.

Arena Theatre’s production was
energetic and professional. It kept
the audience engaged and made for
an enjoyable evening at The Regent
Centre.

M.R.
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Did we publish your

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPH
or

BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY PICTURE?
We have a large number of photographs used for
weddings, birthday greetings or anniversaries, etc., which
remain uncollected. Some date back to 2003.

If one of them is yours, please call in to our offices to
collect it, before we have to arrange for disposal.

“New Milton Advertiser” and “Lymington Times”
62, Old Milton Road, New Milton, BH25 6EH.

Tel: 01425 613384.

CHRISTCHURCH WOMAN
DENIES SHOPLIFTING

A CHRISTCHURCH woman will
face trial in December after she
denied two charges of shoplifting.

Sophie Wood (19), of Station
Road, pleaded not guilty to taking
items including cider from Tesco in
Lymington on two days in August.

She was given bail until December
14th on the condition she reports to
Lymington police station between
midday and 2pm every Sunday.

————————

RINGWOOD MAN BAILED FOR
‘CORN ON COB ATTACK’

A 19-year-old from Ringwood is
one of four young men on police bail
on suspicion of assault on a woman
injured in Salisbury when a corn on
the cob was thrown at her from a car
driving through the city centre.

The four are on police bail until the
beginning of November pending
further inquiries into the alleged
early morning incident on Septem-
ber 22nd when similar reports of corn
on the cob being thrown at
pedestrians from the vehicle were
made.

HOLBURY MAN DENIES
ASSAULT ALLEGATION

A Holbury man who denied a
charge of assault will face trial in
December.

Damien Phear (21), of Fernside
Close, pleaded not guilty to assault-
ing Jessica Burden by beating her in
Hythe on August 5th. He was given
unconditional bail by New Forest
magistrates until December 13th.

–––––––––––––––––––––
INSPECTOR ALLOWS AXE FOR
LYMINGTON DISEASED TREE
CONSENT has been given on

appeal for the felling of a partially
diseased tree with a preservation
order on it in Belmore Lane,
Lymington.

A government arboricultural in-
spector said the 12-metre high
Monterey Cypress at No. 15a was in
rapidly deteriorating health and that
the decline was irreversible. He said
a replacement tree should be
planted.


